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Dear Rektor Töchterle,  
 
 We, Profs. George Caffentzis and Silvia Federici and many other concerned 
people listed below, are writing to you because we are deeply disturbed by the 
defamatory campaign that has been waged against our esteemed colleague, Prof. Dr. 
Claudia von Werlhof, ostensibly generated by remarks she made in the course of a 
published interview with a journalist of „Der Standard.“  We are especially appalled by 
the threats that have been made to her academic position and to her personally. We have 
been also concerned by the manner in which her comments have been misrepresented in 
the media. It is difficult for us to understand how a statement she made concerning the 
status of public debate could be cast as a conspiratorial theory as it has been by the press.  
 Sadly enough, the response which Prof. Werlhof’s interview has received verifies 
the central point that she made in it, which has been lost in the verbal blustering her 
detractors have indulged in. That is, in the growing climate of political intolerance it is 
increasingly difficult to bring to the public’s attention any view not aligned with the 
dominant accounts.  
 As an illustration of her point, Prof. Werlhof noted in her interview that no 
consideration had been given in the media to the possibility that the Haitian earthquake 
may have been artificially produced.  Such concern is not unjustified, considering that the 
existence of technologies capable of triggering earthquakes has been widely 
acknowledged by scientists, for many years now, at least in the United States. [See for 
example, James Glanz’s June 24, 2009 NY Times article entitled „Deep in Bedrock, 
Clean Energy and Quake Fears“ on the recognition of the connection between human 
activities and earthquakes, „Planet Earth: The Latest Weapon of War“ by Alternative 
Nobel Prize winner Rosalie Bertell which deals with the possible military uses of such 
technologies]. 
  Like Prof. Werlhof, we are not interested in belaboring this point. Instead, our 
concern is that a public intellectual of the caliber of Professor Werlhof is being smeared 
both in the media and in her own institute for deploring the narrowness of publicly 
sanctioned debate.  Such an attack, especially when coming from academic authorities, is 
not only an act of injustice. It is also an egregious violation of the principle of academic 
freedom that protects scholars’ search for truth.  



 As the Rektor of Innsbruck University, we therefore appeal to you to defend Prof. 
von Werlhof’s right, as an academic and as a citizen, to bring to the public’s attention 
debates about hypotheses that diverge from the mainstream narrative without fear of 
reprisals and character assassination. Let us not forget that it is society that suffers when 
such a right is violated.  
 In pressing this demand, we also wish to remind you that Prof. von Werlhof is an 
internationally admired public intellectual who through her writings and lecturing has 
given a major contribution to feminist theory and to our understanding of the relation 
between women and the environment, Thus, in our eyes the reaction that has met her 
interview in „Der Standard“, is simply outrageous and damages the reputation of her 
detractors not Prof. Werlhof’s.  
 We look forward to your prompt action on this urgent matter concerning 
academic freedom. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Prof. George Caffentzis, Department of Philosophy, University of Southern Maine, 
Portland, Maine 04104-9300, USA (caffentz@usm.maine.edu) 
 
Prof. Emerita Silvia Federici, Hofstra Univesity, Hempstead, NY (Silvia. 
Federici@hofstra.edu) 
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 Mexico City, Mexico) 
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Prof. Kathy Russell (State University of New York at Cortland, USA) 
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Devi Sachetto (Department of Sociology, University of Padova, Italy) 
Dr. Erella Shadmi, peace and feminist activist, Beit Berl College, Israel  
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